
From the Chairman  

Autumn is here and Christmas will soon be upon us. Where has the year gone! It seems 
only yesterday that we were seeing in the New Year and looking forward to our twin 
town events. There is still a lot more to do, with Spanish visitors coming to stay next 
week, a trip to Berlin at the end of the month, a trip to Bagnols in November and a Fami-
lies for Europe event in Braunfels which will see in the new year. I hope you all had a 
good summer and enjoy reading about our Twin Town Activities. 

Best wishes,  

Ian Haslam 

Summer 2010 Review 
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Autumn 2010  

Annual General Meeting  

Our 2011 AGM will be held on Saturday 

19
th

 February  in the Town Hall.  We will 

also host a fundraising coffee morning in 

the Town Hall on the same day. 

Dates for your Diary  
A BBQ  will be held on Friday 17

th
 September  at 25, Cromwell Road, Newbury as part 

of the visit by a group from Carcaixent.  All Twin Town Members are very welcome to 
attend.  Please contact Rachel Haslam.  There will be a £5 charge for non-hosting mem-
bers. 

A celebration of the  Twinning between Bagnols -sur -Cèze and Kiskunfélegyháza  
will be held in Bagnols  between 17

th
 and 21

st
 November 2010 . The French committee 

have extended an invitation to 6 people from the NTTA to attend . If you are interested 
then please contact Rachel Haslam by 1st October. 

The next Families for Europe  Event will be held in Braunfels between 29
th

  December 
2010 and 2

nd
 January 2011 .  Two Newbury families with children under 16 are invited 

to take part.  The Twin Town Association will offer financial support towards the travel 
costs for each family.  If you are interested in taking part, please contact Rachel by 1st 
October. 

 

Looking ahead to 2011  

The 2011 International Reunion  will be held in Eeklo between 12
th

 and 15
th

 August . 

Feltre and Bagnols will celebrate 50 years of twinning and are planning a celebration in 
Feltre (May) and Bagnols (July).  

Newbury Carnival will be taking place in July and the NTTA will take part.  

A group visit to Feltre is planned for 2011.  A group from Feltre will also be invited to 
Newbury. Dates to be agreed. 

Help needed  

The NTTA will have a stall at Newbury Li-

braryôs Sunday Funday on Sunday 17
th

 

October .  Help with the stall would be ap-

preciated.  Please contact Rachel Haslam. 

Twin Town Coffee Morning  on Saturday 
19

th
 February  2011.  Help with making 

cakes, providing tombola prizes and serving 
refreshments would be very welcome.  
Please contact Rachel Haslam. 



Itôs twins again for Kiskunfélegyháza  

Our Twin Town of Bagnols-sur-Cèze formally 

twinned with Kiskunfélegyháza, our Associated 

Town in Hungary, in May this year.  Kiskunfélegy-

háza also formed a twinning link with Uhrovec, in 

Slovakia. A small group from Newbury were lucky 

enough to attend the weekend of celebrations and 

were treated to traditional music and dare-devil dis-

plays of horsemanship as part of the programme.  

The welcome by our Hungarian hosts was very 

warm and for most of us it was our first visit to 

Kiskunfélegyháza.  We enjoyed visiting the town 

and admiring the art and architecture all around us.  

One of the highlights of the weekend was watching 

the Annual Beard Festival ï a competition with 

prizes for the most imaginative styles of beards 

and moustaches.  Something we can introduce to 

Newbury perhaps ? 

Donôt mention the World Cup 
International Reunion in Braunfels  

The Twin Town International Reunion was held in 
Braunfels in June and a group of 20 people, includ-
ing the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jeff Beck, at-
tended from Newbury.  Groups from the other 
towns that are twinned with Braunfels were there as 
well so it was a truly International Gathering.  The 
theme of the weekend was óMigrationô and events 
included a discussion about the integration prob-
lems faced by migrants in Germany.  Other events 
included visits to Wetzlar, and a tour around the 
town and the Castle. There was plenty of opportu-
nity for informal events as well for the visitors and 
their hosts.  A music and dance festival took place 
in the Braunfels Kurpark and the visitors enjoyed 
many meals as a group.  Discussion about the Eng-
land v Germany World Cup football game (due to 
take part on Sunday) were inevitable.  Fortunately 
the Newbury group were travelling home before the 
friendly weekend could be marred by any bad feel-
ing over quality of play or refereeing decisions !! 

Everyone in the Newbury group agreed that it had 

been a very successful Reunion.  Many new friend-

ships were formed and existing ones renewed with 

our European friends.  



Youth for Europe  
The Youth for Europe meeting was held in Bagnols -sur -Cèze in 
July and the Newbury delegation consisted of 7 young people, 
from the ages of 17 -24. Jonny Harper gives us a summary of their 

activities . 

We arrived in Nimes a day before the main event, to take in all the 
beautiful sights the city had to offer. We were able to see the Roman 
amphitheatre , a smaller version of the Coliseum in Rome. We also got 
to visit the Jardins de la Fontaine, a beautiful park built around Roman 
ruins.  

When we got to Bagnols, we were very warmly greeted by our French 
hosts. We were joined by delegations from all over Europe, including 
Germany, Hungary and Belarus.  

On the first night we were invited to the town centre to witness the local 
tradition of cooking a massive omelette! Hundreds of townsfolk dressed 
up in procession and paraded around the town, before making an ome-
lette that needed over 7,000 eggs. The frying pan was so big they had 
to use a tractor to move it! Once it was cooked, there was enough to go 
round for everybody assembled, and the resulting omelette was very 
good indeed! 

Over the course of the week we were taken on many excursions in and around the town of Bagnols. One of the 
highlights was a kayaking trip on the Gard River, right underneath the Pont Du Gard itself. We were lucky enough to 
kayak underneath it as dusk was falling, and the illuminations on the bridge were truly beautiful. 

Other highlights included a day trip to Montpellier, where we visited the Musée Fabre. We were shown around the 
museum and saw a brilliant history of French art past and present.  We were also lucky enough to spend the after-
noon on Montpellier beach, where the sand was white and the water was warm! 

As part of the exchange every country gave a presentation on painting in all its forms. It was really exciting to be 
able to share so many cultures, and we all learned a lot from the experience. Our presentation covered a vast range, 
from the humble roots of medieval painting to the modern and somewhat controversial spray painting of Banksy. 

All in all everyone had a great time, we really enjoyed spending the week with our friends from across Europe.  

Newbury has 
new French 

Mayor for a day  
The schools French Exchange 

took place in July with 36 stu-

dents from Park House and 

Trinity Schools taking part.  The 

original date had been post-

poned due the travel disruptions 

caused by the Icelandic volcano 

but this did not dampen the en-

thusiasm of the students and 

staff to rearrange the event.  All 

the students taking part had a 

great experience and enjoyed 

meeting their exchange partner.  

Twin Town members helped with the organisation of the event and accompanied the day trips to London, Oxford 

and Bath with the students.  The French students enjoyed visiting Newbury Town Hall and trying on the official 

robes of the Mayor, Councillors and Mace Bearers.   The Newbury students enjoyed their return trip to Bagnols, 

visiting Avignon, canoeing on the river and the many other events organised by their French hosts. 



Newbury welcomes Families For Europe 

Chairman Ian Haslam, 25, Cromwell Road, Shaw, Newbury. RG14 2HP   Tel 01635 820379 

  Email : ian.haslam@ntlworld.com 

Secretary Rachel Haslam, 25, Cromwell Road, Shaw, Newbury. RG14 2HP  Tel 01635 820379 

  Email : rachel.haslam@ntlworld.com 

Membership Gillian Durrant, Southcote, Kiln Road, Newbury, RG14 2HE   Tel 01635 522428 

  Email : gillian.durrant@btinternet.com  

Seven families from our Twin Towns visited 
Newbury in July to take part in the latest 
óFamilies for Europeô Project.  The families 
spent a day at Legoland, an afternoon at 
Newbury Races and enjoyed a BBQ in New-
bury and games at Donnington Castle.  Both 
parents and children enjoyed making new 
friends.  For some of the visitors it was their 
first time in England and we look forward to 
welcoming them back again. 

A meeting was held during the weekend as 

part of the Twin Town óThematic  Networkô 

project.  A discussion on óThe Positive Bene-

fits of Migration to Europe and Within 

Europeô was lead by Ruwan Uduwerage-

Perera from the West Berkshire Minorities Ethnic Forum and provoked some interesting contributions 

from the hosts and visitors.    

Schools Language Prize 
The Twin Town Association will award a prize each year to a 

student at each of the three Newbury Secondary Schools to 

recognise their achievement in the learning of a foreign lan-

guage.  The award at Trinity School was presented to Joshua 

Glanville in July.  This award will be made in memory of Reg 

Huckle, one of our original Twin Town members, who sadly 

died this year.  The award at St Bartholomews School will be 

presented to Annie Cave in September.   Well done Joshua 

and Annie ! 

From the Archives 
The first newsletter in our Archive dates from 1970.  
At that time we were called the Newbury-Braunfels 
Association and had recently welcomed a large 
group of visitors from Braunfels and Bagnols-sur-
Ceze to Newbury for 6 days.  Among the planned 
activities was a evening when we entertained the 
visitors to a Beergarden. 1200 people from New-
bury attended at a cost of 2 shillings per head. 

The formal twinning agreement with Bagnols was 
signed in the Corn Exchange  during the visit. 


